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LETTERS OF APOLOGY TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
Referral to the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges — Motion 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural — Leader of the House) [8.03 pm] — without notice: I move — 

 (1) That the letters tabled in the house on 19 February 2008 by the President be referred 
to the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges for the committee to consider and 
report to the house on — 

 (a) whether the letters constitute an “unreserved written apology” in accordance 
with the resolution of the house on 4 December 2007 and to determine the merit or 
otherwise of the arguments contained in the purported apologies; and 

 (b) what further action may be taken by the house. 

 (2) The committee have access to documents in the possession of the Clerk relating to the 
inquiry of the Select Committee of Privilege on a Matter Arising in the Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations. 

The motion is simple and clear, but there are one or two clarifying points that I would like to make. However, I 
do not intend to speak at any length about the motion. I want to make clear that in my view subparagraphs (b) 
and (a) are not linked to each other; subparagraph (b) stands on its own from subparagraph (a); and the functions 
that the committee may take in relation to subparagraph (b) are not necessarily to be taken by the committee to 
be confined to the matters raised in subparagraph (a). By way of explanation, I am assured that the wording of 
paragraph (2) of the motion will allow the committee to have access to documents, including documents that are 
at this stage unpublished. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the Opposition) [8.05 pm]: On behalf of the 
opposition, I indicate our support for this motion. It is a sensible way forward and a sensible way for the house to 
deal with the letters that were tabled by Mr President yesterday, resulting from the Select Committee of Privilege 
that reported to the house at the end of last year. We need to progress this matter. The Standing Committee on 
Procedure and Privileges is the appropriate committee to consider these matters, and I commend the Leader of 
the House for the way in which he has gone about coming up with a way forward in this matter. We support the 
motion. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [8.06 pm]: I indicate that the Greens (WA) appreciate the 
opportunity to have discussed this motion and we are happy to support it. 

Question put and passed. 
 


